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"Socrates believed that a man cannot act rightly, unless he first knows what is right, unless, in fact, he
knows the concept of right."( A critical History of Greek Philosophy by W.T. Stace-P,147)
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SOCRATES I can't help that. We will talk to him some other time. If all we have said in this
discussion, and the questions we have asked, have been right, virtue will be acquired neither by nature nor
by teaching. Whoever has it gets it by divine dispensation without taking thought, unless he be the kind of
statesman who can create another like himself. Should there be such a man, he would be among the living
practically what Homer said Tiresias was among the dead, when he described him as the only one in the
underworld who kept his wits - 'the others are mere flitting shades'. Where virtue is concerned such a man

would be just like that, a solid reality among the shadows.

MENO. That is finely put, Socrates.
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SOCRATES. On our present reasoning then, whoever has virtue gets it by divine dispensation. But we
shall not understand the truth of the matter until, before asking how men get virtue, we try to discover
what virtue is in and by itself.
(Protagoras and Meno translated by W.K.C. Guthrie P.156-157)
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But as, for Socrates, the sole condition of Virtue is knowledge, and as knowledge 1s just what can be
imparted by teaching, it followed that virtue must be teachable. The only difficult is to find the teacher, to
find someone who knows the concept of virtue. What the concept of virtue is that is, thought Socrates, the
precious piece of knowledge, which no philosopher has ever discovered and which, if it were only
discovered, could at once be imparted by teaching, where upon men would at once become virtuous.
("A critical History of Greek Philosophy" by W.T. Stace -P,149 )
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"His method of forming concepts was by induction. He would take common examples of actions which
are universally admitted to be prudent, and would attempt to find the quality which they all have in
common, and by virtue of which they are all classed together, and so form the concept of prudence. Then
he would bring up fresh examples, and see whether they agreed with the concept so formed. If not, the
concept might have to be corrected in the light of the new examples."

(A critical History of Greek Philosophy by W.T. Stace-P,146)
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"So that, in spite of the fact that his whole principle lay in the method of definitions, Socrates, in fact, left
his followers without any definition of the supreme concept of his philosophy, virtue. It was upon this
point, therefore that the followers of Socrates disagreed. They all agreed that virtue 1s the sole end of life,
but they developed different ideas as to what sort of life is in fact virtuous."
(A critical History of Greek Philosophy" by W.T. Stace-P,158)
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