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which they put in reassuring terms. The speed with which
the injury was apparently healed also served to reassure
everyone; but its after effects persisted and it soon became
apparent that he was not able to maintain his activiries at the
level at which he was accustomed to work. He was 65 years
of age, had never been in robust health, had always driven
himself hard and had given himselflittle cespite. He was now
called upon to pay part of the price. On the other hand, but
for the sheer grace and mercy of God, the injury might have
proved instantancously fatal. Indeed, the surgeons were sur-
prised that his life had been spared. The blade of the knife had
penetrated into his neck a distance of four inches and its point
had stopped righe at the jugular vein. The examination of the
surgeons and the X-ray impressions failed to reveal any
injury to the vein itself. But as the patient, even after the
apparently complete healing of the wound, continued to
suffer discomfort and unease, he was not satisfied that all was
well with him; though the repeated examinations carried out
by the surgeons disclosed no cause for the discomfort. They
hoped that the passage of time would complete the process of
muer healing and the slight strain on the nervous system
would gradually be eased and would ultimately be removed
altogether, but this prognostication was not completely ful-
filled, and the Khalifatul Masih decided in 1055 to proceed to
Europe and seek expert medical and surgical advice.
v fHe wis examined very thorouglily by top experts i/
|i Zurich, Hambu e :md London with such assistance as could /
. bedrawn from Xeray i ITPIEssIons, etc., and the unanimou
conclusion was that the point of the kmff: haci broken at they
juguiu vein and was émbedded in it. The expert advice was’
thatno attempt should be made to extricate it as the risk to hi
life involved in any such operation was too serious bg
. pworth takifgZlt was hoped that the pressure on the vein and
tl.L consequent effect on the nervous system might be slowly
eased and the patient be able to resume his activities at a
reduced tempo. He was advised to adopt a restful pattern of
life and to avoid hard work and long periods of sustained
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labour. For a person of his temperament and high capacities
this was a disappointing prospect. But there was no help for
it. He was still able to carry on a comparatively active life, bur
the pressure on his nervous system, instead of being eased
with the passage of time, tended to be intensified progressi-
: vely.

One of his prophetic dtles was Fazle Umar, indicating his
spiritual affinity to Hazrat Umar, the Second Successor of the
' Holy Prophet, peace be on him. The Khalifatul Masih not
| only became the Second Successor of the Promised Messiah,
the spiritual reflection of the Holy Prophet, but several of the
projects undertaken by him, and his achievements in diverse

Hazrat Uniar; cven the almost faral tragedy to which he was
subjected by his assailant was identical with the wagedy that
brought the Second Khilafat of the Holy Prophet, peace be
on him, to a sudden and premature end. Hazrat Umar was
also attacked in the middle of the Prayer service that he was
leading by a non-Muslim who had worked up some grudge
against him and who inflicted with a dagger severe injuries
upon him which proved fatal.
" During his visit to Europe in 1955, the Khalifatul Masih
inspected the various missions in Europe and held a confer-
ence in London of all the missionaries working in the ditfer-
' ent European countries, in which he checked up on their
activities and progress and gave them directions and fur-
nished them with guidance with regard to cheir future work.
Having in mind the crisis with which the Movement had
been confronted on the demise of Khalifatul Masih [, he had
| already established an Electoral Caollege for the electon of a
Khalifa, when the sacred office should become vacant by the
Khalifa’s death. The college was composed of the following,
. subject to the essential qualification that every elector must be
; a member of the Movement and should be a supporter of the
Khilafat:
(1} The surviving sons of the Promised Messiah.
(z) The President of the Sadar Anjuman Ahmadiyya.
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spheres, bore a close resemblance to the achievements of
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